Chapter 14
Application of Ultraviolet/Visible Molecular Absorption
Spectrometry



Absorption measurements based upon ultraviolet
and visible radiation find widespread application
for the identification and determination of myriad
Inorganic and organic species. Molecular
ultraviolet/visible  absorption methods are
perhaps the most widely used of all quantitative
analysis technigues Iin chemical and clinical
laboratories throughout the world.
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Absorptivity (a or g)

Defines how much radiation will be absorbed by a molecule at a

given concentration and wavelength sie e gix aozaps g3l ¢ ladl ylaka 1oy
a2 9a Jobo 1S5

- Is termed molar absorptivity () if concentration is expressed in

molarity (M, moI/L) 3/ J90 M) duydoally 5553l e yumall @3 131 (g) ddgall dpolazadl Laws -

- Can be calculated using Beer’s Law (A = abc = €bc)

(Q = BC = Bbc) ot 0931_9 Pl_\xub sl USAJ -

- If units of b is cm and c is M then g€ is Mtcm? or Lmol-tcm?

- Magnitude of € is an indication of the probability of the
electronic transition
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z
The magnitude of Molar Absorptivities

Molar absorptivities range from zero up to a
maximum on the order of 10> are observed. The
magnitude of € depends upon the probability for
an energy-absorbing transition to occur. Peaks
having molar absorptivities less than about 10°
are classified as being of low Intensity. They
result from so-called forbidden transitions,
which have probabilities of occurrence that are
less than 0.01.
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o3ly> IS e 4l y0 a8l siidy ol ABSORBING SPECIES

The absorption of ultraviolet or visible radiation
by a molecular species M can be considered to
be a two-Step process, excitation e sl s
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M+ hv — M* S

The lifetime of@t)he excited species is brief (108
to 10 s). Relaxation involves conversion of the
excitation energy to heat. 10 0 e el

Bl Jagod el ] adn (45U
M* — M + heat

813> I 8,6l
The absorption of ultraviolet or visible radiation
generally results from excitation of bonding
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Electronic Transitions

lazd dgyxSIl OBl o ¢l &V
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There are three types of electronic
transitions. The three include transitions
Involving:

(1) 7, 5, and n electrons o= ot
(2) d and f electrons

(3) charge transfer electrons.



Types of Absorbing Electrons
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The electrons that contribute to absorption by a
molecule are: (1) those that participate directly
In bond formation between atoms; (2)
nonbonding or unshared outer electrons that are
largely localized about such atoms as oxygen,
the halogens, sulfur, and nitrogen. The
molecular orbitals associated with single bonds
are designated as sigma (o) orbitals, and the
corresponding electrons are o electrons.




Types of Absorbing Electrons
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The double bond In a molecule contains
two types of molecular orbitals: a sigma
(o) orbital and a pi (=) molecular orbital. Pi
orbitals are formed by the parallel overlap
of atomic p orbitals. In addition to ¢ and =
electrons, many compounds contain
nonbonding electrons. These unshared
electrons are designated by the symbol n
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The energies for the various types of
molecular orbitals differ significantly. The
energy level of a nonbonding electron lies
between the energy levels of the bonding and
the antibonding © and o orbitals. Electronic
transitions among certain of the energy levels
can be brought about by the absorption of
radiation. Four types of transitions are
possible:

c =2c*, n=2c* n-2>r* and T 2 xn*.
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c* MO, oo oo g Antibonding
T* — Antibonding
n >c*
c 0" n>n*
T 2>
n Nonbonding
T Bonding
Energy
) Bonding

LUMO

HOMO
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For convenience of reference, definitions of the various spectral
regions have been set by the Joint Committee on Nomenclature
In Applied Spectroscopy: o ) B S il S8 35 5 Led] 520 oo

il adall Lol 6 dancl & yaall &l 18

Far ultraviolet 10-200

Near ultraviolet 200-380
Visible 380-780
Near infrared 780-3000
Middle infrared 3000-30,000

Far infrared 30,000-300,000

Microwave 300,000-1,000,000,000
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o =2o* Transition

An electron In a bonding o orbital of a molecule
IS excited to the corresponding antibonding
orbital by the absorption of radiation. The
energy required to induce a ¢ =2 c™ transition Is
large. Methane (CH4) can undergo only ¢ 2c*
transitions, exhibits an absorption maximum
Amax at 125 nm. Absorption maxima due to o
->c™* transitions are never observed in the
ordinarily accessible ultraviolet region (Far UV
range).
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Amax = 135 nm  (a high energy transition)
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Absorptions having 4.,, < 200 nm are difficult to observe because
everything (including quartz glass and air) absorbs in this spectral
region.
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n =2o* Transitions

Saturated compounds containing atoms
with unshared electrons are capable of n

- o™ transitions. These transitions require
less energy than the o =2o™ type and can
be brought about by radiation in the region
of between 150 and 250 nm, with most
absorption peaks appearing below 200 nm.
The molar absorptivities are low  to
Intermediate In magnitude and range
between 100 and 3000 L cmt mol -,
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\ ° _ < lone pairs of electrons
C=0
/e o] O*

// TC\* %
~ al H C hv

Q - A
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(<<% The n to * transition is at even lower wavelengths but is not as
strong as © to ©* transitions. It is said to be “forbidden.”
Example:
~ Acetone: n-T* A

n—m* A

=188 nm ; £=1860
=2/9nm ; =15 15

maxX

max



TABLE 14-2 Absorption by Organic Compounds
Containing Heteroatoms with Nonbonding Electrons

Compound A NIM € nax

CH,OH 167 1480
(CH;),0O 184 2520
CH,CI 173 LOW! _ITOO
CH;I 258 365

(CH;),S 229 140
CH;NH, 215 600
(CH;);N 227 900

® 2007 Thomson Higher Education
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n =>7r* and & =27©* Transitions

Most applications of absorption spectroscopy are
based upon transitions for n or « electrons to the
n* excited state because the energies required for
these processes bring the absorption peaks into an
experimentally convenient spectral region (200 to
/80 nm). Both transitions require the presence of
an unsaturated functional group to provide the &
orbitals. The molar absorptivities for peaks
assoclated with excitation to the n, ©* state are
generally low and ordinarily range from 10 and
100 L cm™ mol -1; values for = > n* transitions
are normally take place In the range between

8ycall Aol I D * T-State J odgodl Sldac ) laisl) Ladall ol Ol qlise s

1000 and 10 OOO 200) Luyad doye duids dihaza (8 jolazadl mad Cdond Olasll 03g) da3dll SBLANl 3 lazzudl)
] ' Jaazry Olylaall 1034 dadtie yub duiibby degame 3929 oAlEndl VS b (1200l 780 B
Sl CSya e alisy Saa eoli qm_?._éuuguéj 10 o 8ale Bsle zoly5g lagac daasua Ne N * State J 8,030 dagyall qadll 8 dgall Slaalall

.10000 9 1000 ¢yt Ul 8 Bole Odgmall Gasd * <db gy2all @ d)l :MOL L 134 100 9



O* O*
\c— / 3k 4 Tk
/=S - T

v

Example: ethylene absorbs at longer wavelengths:
Ay = 185 Nm e= 10,000
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AE= hv
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TABLE 14-1 Absorption Characteristics of Some Common Chromophores

Chromophore Example Solvent Apaxs NM Eainx Transition Type
Alkene C(H,;CH=CH, n-Heptane 177 13.000
Alkyne CsH,,C=C—CH; n-Heptane 178 10,000
196 2000 -
225 160 —
Carbonyl CH;CCH; n-Hexane 186 1000 n—o*
| 280 16 n—m*
CH;CH n-Hexane 180 large n-—o*
(") 293 12 n— a*
Carboxyl CH,;COOH Ethanol 204 41 n— a*
Amido CHJICINHZ Water 214 60 n—*
AZ0 CH;N=NCH; Ethanol 339 5 n— a*
Nitro CH;NO, Isooctane 280 22 n—*
Nitroso CHNO Ethyl ether 300 100 —
665 20 n— m*
Nitrate C,H;ONO, Dioxane 270 12 n—

® 2007 Thomson Higher Education

Qlefins and aromatics

c—c" <185 nm
n—ac* 150-250 nm

%
T —TT

+ 200-700 nm
T

n—



Absorption by Organic Compounds
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All _organic compounds are capable of absorbing electromagnetic
radiation since all contain valence electrons that can be excited to higher

T 0) basmdl dwind] Bob donill dihia 8 olazedl Sasy Coon (¥0-) A5 Lay &le BalaYl bylgyll 8 Oilg IRl dagyall OB LI
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The energies associated with electrons in single bonds are sufficiently
high (c—oc*) that absorption occurs in the Far-UV (A< 185 nm).
Components of the atmosphere also absorb in this region.
This is the reason why normal n-alkanes organic compounds can be
utilized as solvents in the UV/VIs region. =i o eirain oo
Because of experimental difficulties association with the Far-ultraviolet
region, most spectrophotometric  Investigations of  organic
compounds involves the Tonger wavelengths (A>185 nm) o

Most applications of Absorption spectroscopy are based on transitions for
N —1* or w —* . (UV/VIS 200-780nm) - /ni - wssl e oiolision O phos s
Both n —»n* or m —=n* require the presence of unsaturated functional
groups (double bonds) to provide the m orbitals. Molecule containing

these functional groups are also referred to as “chromophores”
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Absorption Definitions

Chromophore —Iv ._,‘W* o ] oLl | 85 1 Sl n i san
A group of atoms that gives rise to electronic absorption
Or
A functional group capable of having characteristic electronic transitions
IS called a chromophore (color loving) s Sl e S0 i desunal]
ol (ol xa) 3389a0ySIL B3sa0 dgyusl]
Or
The chromophore is a region in the molecule where the energy
difference between two different molecular falls within the range of the

visible spectrum el ol es.2ll B e ebliio (i o BRI 339 s S e gl S dalaio 50 3539005

auxochrome 4cgaxo 4d &l Sya e gl lac

Auxochrome N —z —W* Tl e o55lag 535280 55 acsamall cla 533
A substituent that contains unshared electron pairs (OH, NH, X)

(OH« NH: X) @Sy2in 3 &s0yS] zlodl Lle goumy Jus
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Common functional groups

Compound ransition with lowest
energy
122

CH, Intense o-6*(C-H)
130 Intense o-c* (C-C)
183 200 n-0* (C-O)
235 180 n-6* (C-S)
210 800 n-o* (C-N)
173 200 n-c* (C-Cl)
258 380 n-o* (C-1)
165 16000 n-* (C=C)
- 187 950 n-m* (C=0)
CH;COCH,

273 14 n-m* (C=0)
460 weak n-m* (C=S)
CH,N=NCH, 347 15 n-* (N=N)



Absorption Definitions

Bathochromic (o 8ab3) s 2ol 51 Jsbl 2ersa JIsbl 5o
A shift to longer wavelengths or red shift (increase in A)

HypSOCh rOmiC (8 2lessl) 3yl 2Ll of yabl 40 Jlabl oo 2 L3l
A shift to shorter wavelengths or blue shift (decrease in &)

Hyperchromism (& b 5a5) olnsadl 515 500 5 L5
An increase in intensity of an absorption band (increase in g,,.,)

Hypochromism
A decrease in intensity of an absorption band (decrease in g, )

(B olesal) o bauadl glhas das o polasdl
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blue shift red shift
& nN-—= 7T< / \ N— T

200 nm _\ /_ 700 nm

——————————————————————————
A
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Solvent Effects

codall dudad 485 20 olazal Sgydn o n SUgysIdl e S e gy s S sall ygha) 43
A compound that contains both = and n electrons may exhibit two
absorption maxima with change in solvent polarity

- ® — @* transitions absorb ~10 x more strongly than n — =n*
transition e sl o 0lya 10 oot 515581 . T ¥l o

- n — @* transition occur at longer wavelengths than n1 — w*

AT o oo Jobl dzrge Jlgblsie #n 1 Jlas! Susy -
- Such a compound will exhibit two characteristic peaks in a nonpolar
solvent such as hexane Sl o 5 et B o s Sl sl

- The two peaks will be shifted closer to each other in a polar and
hydrogen bonding solvent such as ethanol

Cade b jandl lagasny I 081 aadll &3] e
Joslmdl Jre demgyau0 bulgy colag odad
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protic solvent ( polar solvent such as H20)
Aprotic Solvent (non-polar solvent such as ch2cl2)

SO IVent EffeCtS o Jasdl e 2l o lanedl &1 Sl jadl yglad

Olaall L8 lgnlsl we jas 31 gou 5Ll #T
ot LSl Bl ol

Molecules with absorption due to ® — «* transition exhibit red shift
when dissolved in polar solvents as compared to nonpolar solvents

- Used to confirm the presence of 1 — =™ transitions in molecules

Slegiadl B * L Odlas] serg 4S5 pasinud
Molecules with absorption due to n — x> transition exhibit blue shift
when dissolved in solvents that are able to form hydrogen bonds

G g3 bl oS e 8yalall Olodall 6 Lgnls] we &390 sou L3I0 L p sl e il jolazedl &1 Oljall gl

- Used to confirm the presence of n electrons in a molecule

eg3al 8 5oyl ez g 4 S pasrug
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Effect of Conjugation of Chromophores

n electrons are considered to be further
delocalized by conjugation; the orbitals involve
four (or more) atomic centers. The effect of this
delocalization i1s to lower the energy level of the
™ orbital and give It less antibonding character.
Absorption maxima are shifted to longer
wavelengths as a consequence. Conjugation of
chromophores, has a profound effect on spectral
properties. 1,3-butadiene, CH,=CHCH=CH,, has
a strong absorption band that is displaced to a
longer wavelength by 20 nm compared with the
corresponding peak for an unconjugated diene.
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Effect of Conjugation of Chromophores

—  7T¥ (LUMO)
A

AE
173 kcal/mol
165 nm

v
-1% 7T (HOMO)

Ethene

— ¥ (LUMO)
. u’3 (LUMO)
AE
132 kcal/mol
217 nm ‘
_.L 1y, (HOMO)
4
] 1p]
N
Butadiene

e '11)6
— Yy
—  Y,* (LUMO)
AE
111 kcal/mol
258 nm 4
Y3 (HOMO)
4
4 Y
4 a
' 1
W
Hexatriene

do Ml Bl eddg vg-g.dl Jokall sl conjugated t Jraslylb s
probability J!I Lle Lagl 55539 3551 Ugle ool
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Effect of Conjugation of Chromophores

UV Spectroscopy

IIl. Chromophores
A. Substituent Effects
2. Conjugation - Alkenes
Extending this effect out to longer conjugated systems the energy gap
becomes progressively smaller:

Energy ~— f  Lowerenergy =
Longer wavelengths

ethylene

butadiene
hexatriene

oclatetraene
29



Effect of Conjugation of Chromophores

Table 8.3  Values of A, and ¢ for Ethylene and Conjugated Dienes

Compound A nay | TY) M em™)
H,C=CH, 165 15,000
ANF 217 21,000
AN\ 256 50,000
NN 290 85,000
AN NN\ 334 125,000
N NN ANF 364 138.000
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These transitions correspond to simple bonds and are common to
all molecules.

vinem !l —s

50000 33000 250,00 20000 16§67 14286

uv : Visible
1
n—+r* (Isolated)
l
n*mt*| (Isolated)
- i
Jsr— r* (conjugated)

Vacuum uv :
|

n — 1* transitions '
depend on the |
conjugation, so it |
can reach the 7>2"] (1,3-Dienes)
visible region of '

m*r* (Isolated)

radiation, causing - . |
the color of | i
substances. LE i
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Visible e—,

100,000
80,000
60,000
40,000
20,000

P -carotene

0
350 400 450 500 550 600 650

1250 =
1000 CH,(_
750 N N—CH,
_> “ 500 )\N %
I 250 Caffeine
> 0 | 1 | |
§- 250 270 290 310 330 350
]
w—t = 500
s 400 - c OH
20 300 O—C—CH
,—) 200
100 Acetylsallcyhc acid
0 l I(aspirin)I
250 270 290 310 330 350
15
12
9
6
> 3
0

210 230 250 270 290 310 330 350

Wavelength, nm
© 2007 Thomson Higher Education
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Empirical Rules for Calculating
Uv/Vis Absorptions
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Woodward-Fieser Rules for Calculating the Amax of Conjugated Dienes and
Polyenes

- Parent:

two double bonds two double bonds in

anything else

g B> A3l gla
aa iy U1 bl

in one fing two djfferenj rings \
@ \
Homoannular heteroannular acyclic
A=253 nm A=214 nm =217
- Increments for:
La> \laS
Double bond extending conjugation +30

Alkyl substituent or ring residue +5
Exocyclic double bond +5
Polar groupings:
-OC(O)CH3 e +0
-OR uLxmi;): lia +6
-Cl, -Br ) +5
-NR2 +60

-SR

+30

é

m conjugated 3 Lwe ;5 131 90 aMSI! i
Js1 ol

exocyclic

34



open system ;552 p3¥ uw 598 log asyl Lawe 513
398l iy saxel B ring © e (s

For more than 4 conjugated double bonds:
Amax = 114 + 5(number of alkyl groups) + n(48.0-1.7n)

D T conjugated J! sae e 8)le n o>

Example:

Lycopene: conjugated i lia
conjugated _ie lia
=z NN NN NN NN NS =

Amax = 114 +5(8) + 11*(48.0-1.7*11) =476 nm
Amax(Actual) = 474.

acceptable 35509 10-6 JI ur bo Jo gy (Sao 34!
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PN

Transoid: 217 nm
Alkyl groups or

ring residues: 3X9= 15 nm
Calculated: 232 nm
Observed: 234 nm
Exampia 2-
Cisoid: O 223 nm
Alkyl groups orring residues: 2x5= 10 nm
Calculated: 263 nm

Observed: 226 nm
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Transoid:

Alkyl groups or
ring residues:

Exocyclic
double bond:

Calculated:
Observed:

3XD=

214 nm

15 nm

5 nm

234 nm
235 nm
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Cisoid:
Alkyl groups or
ring residues:

Exocyclic
double bond:

Calculated:
Observed:

4x5=

253 nm

20 nm

5 nm

278 nm
275 nm
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Example 1

Calculate the A, for 1,4, dibenzodiene

Solution:

The structure is

Parent heterodiene = 214

Alkyl substituents (4x5 nm) = 20
Exocyclic double bond 2x5 =10

Aax =244 nm (observed 247 nm)
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Example 2
Calculate the A, for
Solution:

The compound is a homoannular diene

Base value = 233
Ring residues (5x5) = 25
Exocyclic double bond 3x5 =15

Extended C=C = 30

A, IS 323 nm

observed value is 320 nm.
40



Example 3

Calculate the absorption maximum for 4 cyclohexenyl

2-pentene 4 3 2 1
Solution <:>=C— CH=CH —CH,
I
CH;
Itis a 2, 4 diene system
Base value 217
2 Alkyl substituents 2x5 10
2 Ring residues 2x5 10
1 Exocyclic bond <]
242 nm

Observed value is also 242 nm
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conjugated double 6 5 5 le o 2> 30
29 dyb ol sy ring & egelas bonds
extended _8Uls system £ 2 isL,

Example 4

Calculate the A, for the compound

Solution

Base value 253 nm
2 Extended double bonds (2x30) 60 nm

5 Ring residues (5x5) 25 nm
1 Exocyclic double bond (1x5) S5nm

Calculated A, 343 nm
Observed 345 nm
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Woodward's Rules for Conjugated
Carbonyl Compounds

43
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Base values:

Increments for:

M A

X=R

Six-membered ring or acyclic parent
enone

Five-membered ring parent enone
X=H
X =0H, OR

Double bond extending conjugation
Exocyclic double bond

Endocyclic double bond in a 5- or 7-
membered ring for X = OH, OR

Homocyclic diene component

Alkyl substituent or

: - CL
ring residue

g
¥ or higher

A=215 nm

A=202 nm
A=208 nm
A=195 nm

n

39
10

12
18
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Polar groupings:

-OC(0)CH,
-OCH,

-Cl

P o owm e

g
-
=y

ch == o

B.y.0

CLY,0

39
30
a0

39
30
17
31
15
12
30
29
95
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‘Solvent shifts for various solvents:

Soivent
water

chloroform
ether
cyclohexane
dioxane
hexane
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example

A

Acyclic enone:

c-Alkyl groups
or ring residues:

B-Alkyl groups
or ring residues:

Calculated:
Obsernved:

2X12=

215 nm

10 nm

24 nm

249 nm
249 nm
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<0

Five-membered
rng parent
enone:

E-Alkyl groups _
or ring residues: 2x 12

Exocyclic
double bond:

Calculated:
Observed:

202 nm

24 nm

2 nm

231 nm
226 nm
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Six-membered
ring or alicyclic
parent enone:

Extended
conjugation:

Homocyclic
diene
component:

a-Alkyl groups

or ring residues:

Calculated:
Observed:

39 nm

18 nm

302 nm
300 nm
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L

Five-membered
ring parent

enone:
c-Br:

g-Alkyl groups _
or ring residues: 2x12

Exocyclic
double bond:

Calculated:
Observed:

202 nm

20 nm

24 nm

o nim

206 nm
251 nm
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Utﬂ.ﬂ

Carboxylic acid:

ce-Alkyl groups
or ring residues:

B-Alkyl groups
or ring residues:

Calculated:
Observed:

195 nm

o1



2 ir’:*:’t':"a

Ester
a-Alkyl groups

or ring residues:

B-Alkyl groups

or ring residues:

Endocyclic
double bond in

f-membered
ring:
Calculated:
Obsernved:

199 nm

10 nm

12 nm

2 Nim

222 nm
222 nm
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‘e

Aldehyde:

c-Alkyl groups
or ring residues:

B-Alkyl groups
ar ring residues:

Calculated:
Observed:

2x12=

208 nm

10 nm

24 nm

242 nm
242 nm
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Aldehyde:

Extended
conjugation:

Homodiene
component:

c-Alkyl groups
or ring residues:

o-Alkyl groups
or ring residues:

Calculated:
Observed:

208 nm

S0 nm

39 nm

10 nm

18 nm

304 nm
302 nm
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