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The Sampling Distribution of a
Sample Mean and the Central
Limit Theorem



Properties of the Sampling
Distribution of x

* Let X;,X,,.....,. X, be a random sample of size n
drawn from any population with mean=n and
standard deviation = o, then we have the
following properties about the sampling
distribution mean y, that is:



Properties of the Sampling Distribution of x

1. 'Mean of the sampling distribution equals mean of
sampled population®, that is,

M =L ()_C ) = M.
2. Standard deviation of the sampling distribution equals

Standard deviation of sampled population

Square root of sample size

: o
Thatis, o. = —.
Jn

The standard deviation . 1s often referred to
as the standard error of the mean.



Properties of the sampling distribution

1. The distribution of X will be normal.

2. The mean W; of the distribution of the values of
Z will be the same as the mean of the population
from which the samples were drawn; iz = L.

3. The variance, o:, of the distribution of X
will be equal to the variance of ’rh§ population
divided by the sample size; Oz = o /n



= The sample mean is a consistent estimator

(the value of X becomes closer to p as n increases):

‘/\ Population

X
/\ Small .
~ sample size
As n Iincreases, %
0. =0/4n <
: v ———Larger
decreases 1 sample size

THR



Theorem

If a random sample of n observations 1s selected from a
population with a normal distribution, the sampling
distribution of X will be a normal distribution.

That 1s, 1f a probability distribution is normal, then the
sampling distribution of the sample mean 1s exactly normal
distribution, (regardless of the sample size (n) small or
large, with:

Normal Population
Distribution

-

pi - “ Normal Sampling
Distribution
(has the same mean)




Sampling from Normal Populations

* Central Tendency

0]
0. =—F=
X \/;
— Sampling with

replacement

Population Distribution

c=10
H=350 x
Sampling Distribution
C = c ;=25

pu-=30 x



Sampling from Normal Populations

* Note that:
If n < 30, then the sample size (n) is small.

If n > 30, then the sample size (n) is large.

|f Xl, Xz,..., Xn ~ N(u, 02)
— o2

‘X"’N(u,T)forn<3Oorn23O

AN

Sample distribution
of the sample mean




Sampling from Normal Populations

 Example consider a normal population with p = 50 and o = 15.
suppose a random sample of size 9 is selected from this population,
what is the sampling distribution for the sample mean?

e Solution: since the original population is normal, then the
distribution of the sample mean is also (exactly) normal distribution
with mean and variance as follows:

N(50,225)
Mz = 1 =50
o
0. =—==15/3=5.
Jn

So for X~ N(50, 25) is the sampling distribution of X.



Sampling from
Non-Normal Populations

* e ey Population Distribution
He = H c=10

* Dispersion .

_0 u=350 x
\/; Sampling Distribution

— Sampling with n=4 n =30
replacement o=5 \m= 1.8

,U;=50 .;




Sample Mean Sampling Distribution:
If the Population is not Normal

Sampling distribution

properties:
Central Tendency
Mx =M
Variation

=

9
* Vn

Population Distribution

Sampling Distribution

H X

(becomes normal as n increases)

Smaller
sample size

Larger

3 o
|
x|



Central Limit Theorem (CLT)

Consider a random sample of n observations selected
from a population (any probability distribution) with
mean u and standard deviation o. Then, when n is
sufficientlylarge, the sampling distribution of x will be
approximately a normal distribution with mean s = u
and standard deviationo; = 0/\/;.

The larger the sample size, the better will be the
normal approximation to the sampling distribution of x



That is, if the sample size is large (n = 30), and the sample is drawn from any
population with mean = U and standard deviation =&, as shown below:

$ X
u

then the sampling distribution of the sample mean approximates a normal
distribution. The greater the sample size, the better the approximation, as

shown below:

Any Population Distribution

Stardard




Central Limit Theorem (CLT)

 Example: Interpreting the CLT

Phone bill for residents of a city have a mean of $64
and a standard deviation of $9. random samples of
36 phone bills are drawn from this population and
the mean of each sample is determined. Find the
mean and standard error of the mean of the
sampling distribution. Then sketch a graph of the
sampling of sample mean?



Solution: Interpreting the Central Limit Theorem

The mean of the sampling distribution is équal to the population mean:

= = 64
(standard error of the mean) is equal to the

The standard deviation
divided by the square root of n :,

population standard deviation

’ A iR O |
f\/’;\ﬁg

Since the sample size is(greater than 30, the sampling distribution can be
approximated by a normal distribution with:

Jlz = 64 Oz = 1.5
Dot
‘\;\tnbunon. for Distribution of
All Phone Bills Sample Mcans
withn =36
0’-..- ‘ns
. “ o P -

K

Indovidual phons blls fin dofand )
Mzaz of 4 phaes Nab (e &322



Central Limit Theorem (CLT)

 Example

The height of fully white oak are ‘normally
distributed, with a mean of 90 feet and standard
deviation of 3.5 feet. Random samples of size 4 are
drawn from this population, and the mean of each
sample is determined. Find the mean and standard
error of the mean of the sampling distribution.
Then sketch a graph of the sampling distribution of
sample means?



Solution

* The mean of the sampling distribution is equal to the
population mean: ;= H =90

* The standard error of the mean is equal to the population
standard deviation divided by root of n:

O
o= = 3.5/2=1.75
n

Hs =90 o, =175

Dustribution of Disteibution of
Population Heights

Sample Means
witha =3

e [ BN S et - -t
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The Probability of a Sample Mean

How to find the probability associated with a
sample mean?

To find the probability for the sample mean, we
transform X to a’'Z-score as follows:

X — U

J = is approximately N(0, 1),

a/Vn




Standardizing the Sampling
Distribution of x

X—p Xx—-u
Z j— —
O_ O
X -
Sampling n Standardized Normal
Distribution Distribution
C— o=1

X




Central Limit Theorem

o

O.=——
A.s sample Jn
size gets sampling
large ) distribution
cnoug becomes almost
(n 2 30) ... normal.

R
I
N
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Examples

The graph shows the length of time people spend driving
each day. You randomly select 50 drivers age 15 to 19. what
is the probability that the mean time they spend driving
each day is between 24.7 and 22.5 minutes?

Assume that p =25 minutes and o = 1.5 minutes?
Solution

From the central limit theorem (sample size is greater than
30), the sampling distribution of the sample mean is
approximately normal with mean and standard deviation
given as follows:

Mo =1=25 &=7=15//50~ 0.21213



Then the probability that the mean time they spend driving each day is
between 24.7 and 25.5 minutes can be calculated as follows:

Normal Distribution Standard Normal Distribution
}h\un=25 Cuwan=0.21213 ,_1=O c=1
B 2,= 0 ’]4\7/ 22 suldl
P(24.7<X<25.5) /S50 P(-1.41 £Z<2.36)
12 : ) ]

247 25 255 -1.41 0 2.36

P(24.7<X<255)=P(-1.41<Z<2.36)
=N(2.36) — N(-1.41) = 0.9909 — 0.0793 = 0.9116



Examples

A bank auditor claims that credit card balances are
normally distributed, with a mean of JD2870 and a
standard deviation of JD900. you randomly select 25 credit
card holders. What is the probability that their mean credit
card balance is less than or equal to JD25007

Solution
Since the population is normally distributed, the sampling distribution of the

sample mean is also normally distributed. Now, we are asked to find the
probability associated with a sample mean and this can be calculated as

follows:



Normal Distribution

Standard Normal Distribution
Mven= 2870 Guwn= 180

=S o 220022870 5 06
O"t' ‘)OQ,’

P(Z < -2.06)

.-;.06 0
P( X <2500)= P(Z<-2.06)=N(-2.06) = 0.0197

Conclusion: There is only a 2% chance thet the mean of a
sample of size 25 will have a balance less than or equal to
JD2500 (unusual event). It is possible that the sample is
unusual or it is possible that the auditor’s claim that the
mean is JD2870 is incorrect.




Examples

Suppose that the TOFEL exam scores for pharmacy students
graduated from the Hashemite University are normally distributed
with 1 =500 and ¢ = 100.

In @ random sample of size n = 25 students, what is the probability
that the sample mean would be greater than 5407

Solution

Since the population is normall
sample mean is also normally
probability associated with a sample mean an

follows: ‘Normal Distribution
I.L(xbar)-: SOO O (xbar) == 20

y distributed, the sampling distribution of the
distributed. Now, we are asked to find the
d this can be calculated as

P(X> 540) =1 — P(X <540)

— 1 — P(Z < (540 — 500)/20) i s
=1-P(Z<2) B
= 1-N(@) O B N

=0.0228 e




Thinking Challenge

You’'re an operations analyst
for AT&T. Long-distance
telephone calls are normally
distributed with x =8 min.
and o= 2 min. If you select
random samples of 25 calls,
what percentage of the
sample means would be
between 7.8 & 8.2 minutes?




Sampling Distribution Solution*

— M 7.8 — 8
—u 82— 8
Sampling / / Standardized Normal
Distribution \/_ \/7 Distribution
oc-=.4 o=1
: X

3830

1915 .19157\_

78 8 8.2 ~50 0 .50 z



Central Limit Theorem Example

The amount of soda in cans of a
particular brand has a mean of
12 oz and a standard deviation
of .2 oz. If you select random
samples of 50 cans, what
percentage of the sample means
would be less than 11.95 o0z?




Central Limit Theorem Solution®
¥-p 11.95-12

z= = =-1.77
o) .
Sampling //; //5 Standardized Normal

Distribution Distribution

0x=.03 0384 o=1
l

_ | 4616

11.95 12 X -1.77 0 Z

Shaded area exaggerated



Sampling Distributions



Parameter & Statistic

A parameter-is a numerical descriptive measure
of a population. Because it is based on all the
observations in the population, its value is
almost always unknown.

A sample statistic is a numerical descriptive
measure of a sample. It is calculated from the
observations in the sample.



Common Statistics & Parameters

Sample Statistic Population Parameter

Mean X 7
Standard
Deviation S o
Variance 52 o2
B1 1al

Inomia l/?\ p

Proportion



The Concept of Sample Distribution

In sample distributions, we are moving from
descriptive  statistics to inferential statistics.
Inferential statistics allow the researcher to come to
conclusion about a populations on the basis of
descriptive statistics about a sample.

In real life parameters of populations are known and
unknowable.

Rather than investigating the whole population, we
take a sample, calculate a statistics related to the
parameter of interest, and make an inference.

The sampling distribution of the statistics tells us
how the value of the statistic varies from one sample
to another.



Sampling Distribution

The sampling distribution of a sample statistic
calculated from a sample of n measurements is the
probability distribution of the statistic in all possible
samples of size n taken from the same population.

The sampling distribution are used to -calculate the
probability that sample statistics could have occurred by
chance and thus to decide whether something that is true of

sample statistics is also likely to be true of a population
parameter.




Developing
Sampling Distributions

Suppose There’s a Population ...

Population size, N=4

Random variable, x

Valuesofx: 1, 2, 3,4

Uniform distribution




Population Characteristics

Summary Measure Population Distribution
i 37
‘ lxi 2
u=-=———=2.5 Nl
N 0




All Possible Samples
of Sizen =2

16 Samples

16 Sample Means

1st
Obs

2nd Observation

1

2

3

4

1st
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2nd Observation

1
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4

1
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1
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2.0
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2
3
4

4,1

4,2

4,3

4.4

2
3
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3.0

3.5
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Sample with replacement




Sampling Distribution
of All Sample Means

16 Sample Means

1st
Obs

2nd Observation

1

2

3

4

1

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

o W

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

S =

2
3
4

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0

Sampling Distribution
of the Sample Mean

P(x)

| _
X
1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0




Summary Measure of All Sample Means

N
> x
©10+1.5+...+4.0

S - W

- == 2.5
LAY 16
Comparison

Population Sampling Distribution
P(x) X P()
| 3
| 2

1

i .0 =

1 2 3 4 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0

u=25 1o=2.5




Key Ideas

Generating the Sampling Distribution of x

Select sample size n (large)

from target population
Calculate x
- _fl
%)
X3
Repeat this
Population: prgceess arll Sampling digtribution of.)'c -
Mean = u infinite (i.e., theoretical population of X’s)
Std. Dev. =0 number Mean = y; = u
Unknown shape of times Std. Dev. = 0y = o\n

Normal distribution (Central Limit Theorem)



The Sampling Distribution
of the Sample Proportion p”



Introduction

Wh.en conducting research about a population, researchers in business,
Socioeconomics, politics, medicine, nursing and pharmaceutical matters are
often more interested in the proportion of a population (p) with a particular

characteristic, rather than the number of population elements with the
characteristic, for example:

» Proportion of population who support the policies and
economic plans for the government in Jordan.

# Proportion of students who support the 4 days study
university system in Hashemite University.

» Proportion of manufactured objects that are defect free.
> Proportion of employees with extended health care plans.
> Percentage of the labour force that is unemployed.

» Proportion of students suffering from the flu.

In each of these situation, the actual number of population elements
with the characteristic will vary with the sample size. But the aim of
obtaining samples is to estimate the proportion (or percentage) of
the population with the characteristic of interest.



The Sampling Distribution of the Sample Proportion p”

 We hope that the sample proportion is close to
the population proportion.

* How close can we expect it to be?

 Would it be worth it to collect a larger sample?

— If the sample were larger, would we expect the
sample proportion to be closer to the population
proportion?

— How much closer?



How to Calculate the sample Proportion (p”

Suppose that p is the proportion of a population with a

particular characteristic, then if p is unknown, we can estimate it

by using the sample proportion p” (p-hat) using the following

steps:

1. Draw a random sample (SRS) of size n elements from the
population that contains N elements.

2. Let X be the number of sample elements with the
characteristics (hnumber of successes).

3. /Calculate the sample proportion (p*) using the following
formula:
a _ countof successesin thesample X

mn n
That is, p”"is the proportion of elements of the sample of size n
that have the characteristic of interest



Example

The Jordanian Ministry of Health did a survey of in a random sample

of 10904 Jordanian peoples and smoking habits. The researchers
defined :

Frequent smoking as having 5 or more cigarettes in a row three or
more times in the past two hours. According to this definition, 2486
persons were classified as frequent smoking. Based on these data,
estimate the proportion p of all Jordanian peoples who admits to
frequent smoking?

Solution

The true proportion (p) of Jordanian peoples who are frequent smoking can

be estimated by using the sample proportion () which can be calculated as
follows:

f? __ Number of Jordanian persons who are classified as frequent smokin
_Number of Jordanian persons in the sample




The Sampling Distribution of the Sample Proportion p”

 Choose an SRS of size n from a large population that
contains population proportion p of successes. Let p”
be the sample proportion of successes,

A count of successes in the sample

p_
e Then:

» As the sample size increases, the sampling distribution
of p becomes approximately normal.

» The mean of the sampling distribution is p.
» The standard deviation of the sampling distribution is

n

Standard deviation of p = \/ p(l-p)
"




The Sampling Distribution of p"

* |t turns out that the sampling distribution of p” is
approximately normal with the following

parameters. Meanof p = p

p(l-p)

Variance of p =

p(l-p)

Standard deviation of p =

Standard

T “n |."|‘44
\.‘ ‘.'\ "!' . ""“.1 }
Ban ?% \ \\\." i":";.;«- SRS sizen |, deviatian
v " — p })“ S )
vAI—#
n

i '2'\ g\“; 'r. w8

ks :"\-.:."-'-" 1 N

Q 'i‘\-'}'l-'i"f*"“fl"tzg‘ SRS sizen |
X% el

N :}?H» e P
A SN S RS SRSsizen |
M o ——p
.3~A1‘)-‘~.l-~1_' L g NT USR] ST
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Population
proportion p
of successes

«———Values of p ———



The Sample Proportion

Let p be the population proportion.
Then p is a fixed value (for a given population).
Let p” (“p-hat”) be the sample proportion.

Then p” is a random variable; it takes on a new
value every time a sample is collected.

The sampling distribution of p” is the
probability distribution of all the possible
values of p".



The Central Limit Theorem for the Sample Proportion ( §)
For any population proportion (p), the sampling distribution of the sample
proportion (p) is approximately normal if the sample size (n) is sufficiently
large. As a general guideline, the normal distribution approximation is

Justified when np > 5 and n(1 - p) > 5, that is ('"Samplmg Distribution of
—— the Sample Proportion .-

o p-p) =
p Approxmzately N(p, ) if n is sufficiently larQJ

* The approximation to the normal distribution is
excellent if:

np>Sand n(l1—p)=5.




Example

Suppose that the population of interest is the
Hashemite University pharmacy students. Assume
that the proportion of students in the population
who wear eyeglasses is p=0.25. if a random sample
(SRS) of 50 students is to be selected, then define
the characteristics of the sampling distribution of
the sample proportion p®, where p" is the
proportion of HU pharmacy students in the random
sample who wear eyeglasses?



Example

Solution
We know that the mean of the sampling distribution of 7 is:

ey 025
and we know that the variance and standard deviation of the sampling
distribution of p are: .
2 _B0=D)_ (029079 _ 00375 ; gp= [FC-E=0.00375 = 0.0612

n

Finally, forample size of n = 50, we have (np - (50)(0.25) = and .
(1= p)= (50)(0.75) thus the large sample conditions are satisfied and
the sampling distribution of p can be approximated by a normal distribution,

that is: p Approximately N(p 2E=B))= v(0.25,0.00375)

n



How to Find the Probability associated with a Sample Proportion (5)?
Since the sampling distribution of p can be approximated by a normal
distribution, we can use the areas under the curve of the standard normal

distribution to answer the probability question. With the normal distribution,
we need to compute a Z-score value, where

Notation: The above Z-score is identical to the Z
value we have always used, with the exception of
the notation P and O3 , which is used to remind us

~we are dealing with the sampling distribition” of
the sample proportion ().




Example

Thiazide diuretics are often the first, but not the only
choice in high blood pressure medications. Suppose that
20% of all doctors in Jordan favour Thiazide diuretics. If the
manger of a pharmaceutical industries company in Jordan
take a random sample (SRS) of size n = 600 doctors, then
what is the probability that the sample proportion (p") of
doctors who favour Thiazide diuretics will be:

1. Between 0.18 and 0.22? P(0.18 < p"<0.22)
2. Lessthan or equal to 0.18? P (p"< 0.18)
3. More than 0.22? P (p">0.22)



Solution

We know that the mean of the sampling distribution of p is:
pp=p=20%=0.2

and we know that the variance and standard deviation of the sampling

distribution of p are: '

of =2ER = ©209 - 00027 ; g5 = (B =0.00027 = 0.0164




Finally, for sample size of n = 600, we have np = (600)(0.2) = 120 and
n(l —-p)= (600)(0.8) = 480; thus the large sample conditions are satisfied and
the sampling distribution of P can be approximated by a normal distribution

that is: p Approximately N(p ,@% N(0.2,0.00027).

Normal Distribution
Uy =02 03 =0.00027

30 .

X /
0 J

0 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 053 09 |

Samplingdistributbn of p



Now, the required probabilities can be found as follows:

(i) Probability that the sample proportion (p) of doctors who favor Thiazide

diuretics will be between 0.18 and 0.22 can be calculated as follows:
018-02 . p-p _0.22-02

P(0.18 <p<0.22) =P(S55re, _J——E.Q"'g) <0016 )

=P(-122<Z <1.22)
=N(1.22) = N(-1.22) = 0.8888 — 0.1112

=0.7776
(ii) Probability that the sample proportion (p) of doctors who favor Thiazide
diuretics will be less than or eq - 18 can be calculated as follows:

p—p < 0.18 -

P(P<0.18) =P(Jm S== .

=P(Z £-1.22)=N(-1.22)=0.1112 o
(iii) Probability that the sample proportion () of doctors who favor Thiazide

diuretics will be more than 0.22 can be calc;lated aso fz‘gllo(;\;s:
-p 22-0.
P(p>022)=1- P(p=<022) =1 — P(J—(T_—) Eeer)

=1 - P(Z <1.22)=1-N(1.22)
=1-0.8888=0.1112



