The Anatomical Therapeutic Chemical (ATC)
Classification is an internationally accepted
classification system for medicines that is
maintained by the World Health Organisation
(WHO). The WHO assigns ATC codes to all active
substances contained in medicines based on the
therapeutic indication for the medicine.
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= First level ATC (Anatomical Therapeutic Chemical) code

= The first level of the code indicates the anatomical main group and
consists of one letter. There are 14 main groups:

| code Contents
]r_;“-w Alnmeni;;'y tract and metabolism DR
B Blood and blood forming organs
c Cardiovascular system N
D Dermatologlcalsr i
é - Genito unnary system and sex hormones
WH T Systemic normonal preparallons excludmgi sex hormones and msulms
{:J il Antxln}ecuves (or systemic use
|: \ Antineoplastlc and Imrnunbmodulatlng agems N
‘M i Musculo skeleta! sys(em o
N “ Nervous system
P ) AnUparasitlc prodJcls lnsectlcides and repellents
[ R T Resplratory system
l s Sensory organs
i;l : Varlous
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= Second level

~ The second level of the code 1nd1cates the therapeutic main group and

consists of two digits.

~ Example: C03 Diuretics
03 — Diuretics

m Third level

» The third level of the code indicates the therapeutic/pharmacological
subgroup and consists of one letter.

» Example: C03C High-ceiling diuretics

C — High-ceiling diyretcs
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m Fourth level

_ ~»The fourth level of the

K omes code indicates the
Slems 3L pud 7Ehemica1/thera eutic/pharmacological subgrou }and consists of one letter. ¢ S5==2
i Achemical/therapeutic/pharmacological stREfORD \ : o
> Example: CO3CA Sulfonamides
L
ey d tuvexves MY e A\ Ges
; sulfonamides I\ Qe sg==ad
u Fifth level
» The fifth level of the code indicates theEhemical substance Sand consists
5 g of two digits. _ e »
S > Example: C03CA01 Furosemide e

p Y Jessma el Diuvetics Nogs Gun s
Fouvosemide 098 M\ sulfonamidesl

EXAMPLE OF ATC CODE FOR METEORMIN |

A Alimentary tract and metabolism
(1st level, anatomical main group)
Al0 Drugs used in diabetes
(2nd level, therapeutic subgroup)
A10B Blood glucose lowering drugs, excl.
insulins
(3rd level, pharmacological subgroup)
A10BA Biguanides
(4th level, chemical subgroup)
A10BA02 - metformin
\ii e (5th level, chemical substance)
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“*For example, calcium channel blockers are clas
pharmacological group C08 Calcium channel blocker
specifying whether the main indica
hypertension.

sified in the
s, which avoids
tion is coronary heart disease o+

CamScanner - 3o d>guaall


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

| (ATC classification s&/ﬁ&nﬂ waty S\ i @«

| s 00 ¢ a0 099
.(Som neqative Hninas) e e

(not perfe ct) 058 o ¢
" uLuJA\ o0l ¢
@not stvictly a thevapeutic classification System
. Z \lreo
| \ calcium channel blockevs — coOR
__.-M&__:\ \_;_\Dl_oha\uﬁ

<main indication )
.(cQPA(o Vagscular) | 2 \gou

-

C aydiovasculw
c alcium channel blockers

\S ( calcium channel

sl o
b‘ockeys - L.):\_Dé—-

S (Coronaryheart disease) 3 3 g stewn o\ &

/

3 ( Wypertension ) I I \go ool ds5¢

<m an 1drcation ) ; i\ Wb oyl ) 9».1_1(__%
(PYUﬁS)-J\ Lb @ a=auy n_:j\ (disease) N

CamsScanner - lss > suadll


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Many medicines are used and approved for two or more
indications, while normally only one ATC code will be
assigned.

Besides, ATC codes are often assigned according to the
mechanism of action rather than therapy.

An ATC group may therefore include medicines with many
different indications, and drugs with similar therapeutic use may
be classified in different groups.
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COdee.(}flc:_m.al substance can be given more thar ~nc 470
- ad1 .lt. 1s available in two or more strenw'f:‘;*‘:=‘ —
g § AT dbmLabs i TRE
ministration with clearly different therapeuiic Uses

> Finasteride is available - —
asteride is available in two different strengths. \Ndic akion
> A low strength tablet for the treatment of male pattern baldness is
classified under D11AX — Other dermatologicals.
» A high strength tablet used in the treatment of benigx prostatic

hypertrophy (BPH) is classified under G04C - Drugs ussc = =7
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EXAMPLE ‘

Prednisolone in single ingredient products is given
several ATC codes due to different therapeutic use and
different formulations. ( ATC code) a5ul &

5 .
U G- A\ )\ 18 AQ
= AO7EAOQ1 Intestinal antiinflammatory agents (enemas and foams) .

CO5AA04 Antihemorrhoidals for topical use (suppositories) o .
D07AA03 Dermatological preparations (creams, ointments and lotions) £ gt \ ol ‘J"e“” 34

HO02AB06 Corticosteroids for systemic use (tablets, injections) . . o g A
RO1ADO02 Nasal decongestants (nasal sprays/drops) main N A\ c Q{’lon —'“ U*’:‘\
S01IBA04 Ophthalmologicals (eye drops) 2 -~ —
S02BA03 Otologicals (ear drops) 193\ 29\ Bl (Ge 4 L=

Noge Gul system  JG
(prednisclone) M ge (code)

==

msObsolete drugs or drugs withdrawn fmm//taﬂ\su 5Ll (o
the market are kept in the ATC system, ATC W\ Geu
since exclusion of substances from the slgai s
ATC system may create difficulties for the excoies g
users of the system when considering $3 sl sy
historical data. Bl bty
(ATCSYSf"&n)_jl e Vgadl sla ad oy WK . (ATC System) ) 2 g™ S0 diay
A} fgen ;a8 s\ (usersot the system) Al ast
Histovical data of any subs tances .
t (AT C System) e o Go dgasl e
(Market) 1 3 Son 50 5000 (ATe SySTem) Ue 395 g0 19l | 4n @i e
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= The classification of combination products is a challenge
in any classification system. |

»For ATC, combined products are classified according o
two main principles: Combined _preparations confaining
two or more active components not belonging o the
same therapeutic 4th level group are classified using 50-

o~ SR

series codes. Combined preparations with the same mam

K o e Ta A

active ingredient are usually given the same AL cot=
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O:Qt :
ml;laei DDD' is the assumed average
Ntenance dose per day for a drug

’ used for its mai ication in ad b siidhsis
' n in UILS.
(oﬂ)erbackarouné information) e *\ 4\ m& ﬂ?a JD% D) D =
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= What is ATC/DDD ? —

< To express the DDD (Defined Daily Dose), several
abbreviations are used for units and routes of

administration. CR ;
= Units: = \QSS\{"\CCL\\on A 7 ( bp D) - e e =
Lol G o elabeals ATC 34 Gely

» g=gram

> mg =milligram ( ; )

> mcg =microgram U‘ 0 \* S

> U =unit

» TU =thousand units

> MU = million units (ROU\’Q P ‘

> mmol = millimole &m‘n\s ‘\'faj_lon )

> ml = milliliter (e.g. eyedrops)

”m*:f ST

= Route of administration (Adm.R):

> Implant =Implant
» Inhal=Inhalation
5 Instill = Instillation

> N =nasal

> O =oral

>»P = parenteral
> R  =rectal

> SL =sublingual/buccal/oromucosal
> TD = transdermal

>V =vaginal
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- classificatie

e World Health Organization (WHO) in association with 10
othe‘r International Centers came out with International
Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health

Problems (ICD). Diseases am o e (c0de) Guhos ACD) S e

¢

health problems

.. Procedures ) e
Their main purpose was to provide a code set that will assist 1n

analyzing mortality rates across the world. The ICD provides a
set of codes for diseases, health problems, and procedures o
identify medical records and to facilitate national or international
level survey about health conditions, mortality rates, and so on.

anayzing + estimation o ooy W\ (,;-\.scm_u"(Coc\e) Msls ¢
mortality yates across the world-

e - v

— ==

ICD provides a set of codes that medical
practitioners can attach with the medical

records of their patients. upto ya¥e Uac L8 j |c D
\ad\ o

WHO publishes the online version of
ICD standard describing all its codes <o 5=
and their structural descriptions.

de sazay 8554l B\ gtan 2h (T C D) N %90 de Lod S\t
( blo cks)

A block describes diseases of a group of
similar ~ categories based  on their
characteristics. Multiple blocks censtitute a
chapter. For example, Chapter 11 describes
diseases of the digestive system. This chapter
consists of 10 blocks. ‘One of the blocks is
related to the diseases of appendix. Blocks
| further include specializations of diseases.

| (Chapter) Geofuc Wl (mukiple b\ocks)_g\q;\ .

| 0o(DVsease) s sy (blocks) dss (blocks) de wemy ( Chapter)
(chapter) I\ \is vas
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